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Introduction
Learning to play jazz on the clarinet is a singularly rewarding
experience. I, myself, have enjoyed playing the clarinet for over 30
years. (Even though I still feel like I am just beginning to master the
basics.) It’s a fantastic instrument with a great sound and its legacy
in the world of jazz music is profound.

I am hoping that this list of 10 tips (with one bonus tip!) helps you
to reach the next step on your licorice stick journey (for those of you
new to jazz clarinet playing, “licorice stick” is a friendly term we jazz
musicians often use to refer to our horn of choice). The tips are
divided into two sections, the first for listening and the second for
practicing. These 10 tips are hardly comprehensive. There is so much
to learn about jazz clarinet that you can’t possibly learn it all in 10
tips. But I hope you find them to be valuable and I wish you the
greatest amount of success on your musical journey.
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*Pick out one jazz clarinetist to emulate at first*

*Listen to clarinetists from other genres*
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